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Cambon. Speeches of members of the Eight are excluded on the ground
that, although of a high order of eloquence, they had no practical effect.
From a literary point of view this ground is clearly insufficient; nor does
it appear justifiable if we are to regard the selection as historical only.
Vol. II. opens with fourteen of Bar&re's speeches—that is to say, no
less than 167 of its pages are devoted to reports made by Barere in the
name of the Committee of Public Safety. The allowance of so much
space to Barere appears disproportionate. Barere as an orator, Mr.
Stephens himself admits, had only facility and fluency; his reports as
historical documents have not the importance which Mr. Stephens seems
to attach to them. They are ex parte representations of events delivered
in inflated language, and thus presented en masse form very wearisome
and not the most enlightening reading. With Cambon, on the other
hand, Mr. Stephens appears to have dealt somewhat hardly, only admit-
ting one speech of his, a report on the situation of the Republic. Yet
from Cambon's financial reports with their exact and careful details, far
more may be learnt of the real state of France than out of Barere's
wordy and often vague harangues. Cambpn's reports are not infre-
quently indirect criticisms on the government of the Terror; Barere's
are justifications of the same often like sermons above criticism or reply.
The remainder of Vol. II. is taken up by speeches of Robespierre,
Danton, St. Just, and one of Baudin's.

As the book is intended for learners, it might have heen better had
Mr. Stephens confined himself strictly to the mere office of annotator,
and not revealed, as he often doeB, his own judgments on men and
measures. Such an assertion as that Guadet's long-standing quarrel
with Robespierre, and his refusal to make friends with Danton were fatal
to the success of the Girondist party, can give no adequate idea of
the causes of its fall; the statement (Vol. I. p. 268) that members of
the legislative assembly, because they could not alter articles of the
constitution, wereconfined to discussing matters of politics, and kept from
legislating, may reappear in very strange forms in examination papers.
In Vol. II. p. 165, we are told that unity and vigour could not .have been
maintained in the government had not Danton been destroyed. Asser-
tions of this kind which must necessarily in a collection of speeches
remain unproved, tend to bias the student's mind, and may thus undo
the work which the study of the documents themselves is intended to
accomplish—namely, to enable him to form judgments of his own.

BEETHA M. GABDINEB.

Epoch Maps illustrating American History. By ALBBBT BUSHNELL
HABT, Ph.D. (New York : Longmans, Green & Co. 1891.)

THIS is a series of fourteen maps designed to illustrate the history of the
United States. Some of them, as appears from the preface, had already
been prepared for the' Epochs of American History,' which Dr. Hart is edit-
ing. They give a great deal of information, they are. clear and suggestive,
and will be found at once useful and interesting by students of American
history.

The practical utility of maps is generally in inverse proportion to the
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number of names which are given in them. Some of the maps in question
are delightfully clear of names, but in others there are many which could,
with advantage, be omitted. There is no greater mistake than to cram
into charts and maps a number of small names of places, which have no
direct and immediate connexion with the object or objects which it is in-
tended to illustrate : the inevitable result is to puzzle and confuse, and to
take away the attention from the points to which it should be exclusively
devoted. A limited number of epoch maps of small size cannot of course
give minute details of history. It is, therefore, perhaps hardly fair to suggest
that there is nothing to indicate, for instance, that in the latter part of the
seventeenth century the French were strongly established at Placentia in
Newfoundland, and that Englishmen or rather Scotchmen had something
to say to Nova Scotia before the treaty of Utrecht. Barbados might well
have been strongly shown on the outskirts of maps 2 and 4 ; in the
second of these two maps, if not in the first, the Leeward Islands
should have been coloured as English; and in the first, Jamaica should
not have been coloured as French. Natural boundaries are sometimes
given, but not in all the cases where they would seem to be wanted ; and,
when they are given, they would be helped by explanatory notes.

There are two general critioisms which are perhaps applicable to thesa
maps. In the first place, historical geography ought to show the bearing
of geography on history, and not merely to register a certain number of
changes of ownership of soil. Now these maps tell very well what actu-
ally happened in history, but they do not tell how far the history was the
result of the geography. For instance, map 12 shows which were slave-
holding states and which were not, but it does not show why; it does not
give the difference in climate, or explain that the hotter states grew tobacco
and cotton. In the second place the maps are styled epoch maps, and
they well illustrate what are ordinarily called epochs in American history.
But, while the United States are not unique in their wars and political
changes, they are unique in the extent to which and the rate at which
an enormous territory has been peopled, developed, and yet held together.
The peaceful events of the nineteenth century, the discovery of gold in
California and silver in Colorado, the building of a transcontinental railway,
and the later movements of the population and the discoveries which caused
them were epoch-making events which shaped the future of the country,
and ought to be illustrated in any form of historical geography. In a
word the present usefal series might well be supplemented by such maps
as are given in the admirable introduction to the statistics of the 1880
census of the United States, which illustrate the spread of population
of each ten years from 1790 onwards. C. P. LUCAS.

Civil Government in the United States considerei with some Be/erence to
its Origin. By JOHN FISKE. (London : Macmillan and Co. 1890.)

MB. FISKE has set himself a very clear and well-defined task, and has
accomplished it successfully. He has taken the whole body of institutions
belonging to the United States, has dissected it, and shown what every
organ really is, how it comes to be what it is^ and where it is. He ex-
plains in a clear, definite, and concise fashion what has been the growth
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